CLASSE AUDIO
DR-3
PURE CLASS A
POWER AMPLIFIER

DR-3
OWNER'S MANUAL

: We all know that the use of a power amplifier does
not require great amounts of wisdom or technical
prowess. But cwner's manuals can prove to be
enlightening. So even if you are already listening
to the DR-3, please read this manual. We're sure
you will learn something about your new amplifier
that you did not know before.
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DESIGNER'S INTRODUCTTON

When the DR-2 amplifier was introduced in 1981, it quickly
established itself as one of the most "musical" amplifiers
on the market. That adjective still holds today; in its
price range, the DR-2 and the improved DR-2A are hard to
surpass for sheer musicality and drive .capability, not

to mention the "build quality" that is synonomous in all
Classé products.

Great masterpieces of music are timeless, but technology
is not. So it was our duty to lock at, moreover scrutinize,
those new techniques and camponents which could provide
sonic improvements in our products. In power amplifiers,
the DR-3 was the result. Evolution of the DR-3 did not
came easily. Countless hours of subjective listening had
to be weighed against cbjective analysis of each and

every change. Recreating music could not compromise technical
accuracy. And where present technology did not satisfy our
requirements, we advanced it ourselves, as in the case of
our custammade ocutput connector.

At Classé Audio, we pride ourselves in releasing a new
product only after lengthly periods of experimentation
and trial. In effect, our new products are already third
or fourth generation, providing musical longevity and in-
bred reliability.

Dave Reich,
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Your DR-3 amplifier is extremely stable. However, to protect your
loudspeakers from possible pulse damage, secure all connections
BEFORE turming on the unit.

Should you wish to change connections, turn off the amplifier
FIRST and allow about thirty seconds for discharge. Always turn

on your preamplifier before the amplifier. Allow TUBE preamplifiers
about five minutes to stabilize before tuming on the amplifier.
When shutting down the system, always turn off the amplifier first.

BRIDGED OPERATION

Set—up :

The DR-3 already contains an improved, discrete bridging circuit.
The INPUT IMPEDANCE in the bridged mode is 25k ohms. (100k ohms in the
the STERED mode) .

To switch from stereo to mono, proceed carefully as follows

1) Turn off and discomnect the amplifier conpletely from the
system and the A.C. line.

2) Tum the unit upside down, and remove the eight (8) bottom
plate screws with a 5/64" Allen (hex) key. Remove the bottom
plate.

3) On the circuit board closer to the power switch, locate the
BLUE BRIDGING SWITCH in the lower left comner of the circuit
board.

4) On the switch you will see THREE (3) WHITE LEVERS. SWITCH
FIRMLY ALL THREE LEVERS TO THE RIGHT. This is easily ac-
complished with a small, slotted screwdriver.

5) PFemove the two NEGATIVE (=) screws and washers from the out-
put connectors. Place the supplied BRIDGING BAR over the
connectors and secure with the washers and bolts. Tighten
with the nutdriver supplied. THE AMPLIFIER IS NOW SET FOR
BRIDGED OPERATION AND MIST BE COMMECTED AS EXPLAINED BELCH.
D0 NOT ATTEMPT TO USE THE AMPIIFTER IN THE STEREQ MODE ONCE
IT HAS BEEN SET FOR MONO.

6) Replace the bottom plate, orientating the VENTILATION SLOTS
CLOSER TD THE FRONT of the amplifier.



Connecticns for Bridged Operation :

1) Connect the INPUT to the LEFT CHANMEL input, which is also
marked MONO.

2) Connect the POSITIVE (+) LOUDSPEREER WIRE to the LEFT
CHANNEL POSITIVE (+ RED) BINDING POST.

Connect the NEGATIVE (-) LOUDSPEAKER WIRE to the RIGHT
CHANNEL POSITIVE (+ RED) BINDING POST.

These connections are marked on the back of the amplifier
BELOW the output connectors.

Unlike most amplifiers, the DR-3 remains very stable in the
bridged mode. It may be used with low impedance loads, and can
be turned on with or without the loudspeaker comnected. The only
two operating precautions are :

1) Comnnect the input before turning the amplifier on, and keep
it connected at all times.

Z2) The "NEGATIVE" loudspeaker connections are not true grounds.
Always direct wire the loudspeakers to bridged amplifiers.
Do not use a camon ground or go through a switchbox.

PROTECTION CIRCUITRY

None.

FUSING

The DR-3 amplifier has a total of six fuses - three per channel.
All the fuses are the same value : 8 amps (4 amp line fuses for
240 or 220 V.A.C. units). It is unlikely that a line fuse would
every blow. The other two (per channel) fuses, the "BRATL FUSES",
are for the positive and negative power supply lines. The 8 amp
value of these fuses does not impede the high current capability
of the amplifier

Few situations should cause the rail fuses to blow. This may
indicate :

1) Output stage failure of the amplifier.






